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amination shows that our DerffKnger could pierce the heaviest armour of the British Tiger at a range of 11,700 metres, whilst the Tiger could not pierce that of the DerfHinger until it was within 7,800 metres' range. A similar superiority in armament and armour-plating, calculated to grip the imagination of any reflecting person, existed in the case of nearly all battleships of the same years.
While translating in shipbuilding our conception of warfare into terms of iron and steel, we were giving up other things which would have won immediate recognition and would have spared us the continual critical comparison of our ships with the advertisements of foreign firms. We had heavier displacements, owing to the thick and heavy armour-plating in the region of the water line, to our provisions against sinking and against fire, to the special measures taken to ensure the safety of the parts from which the ship was controlled, and so on.
We had secured the superiority in quality of our fleet over the English in the decisive years of Germany's development and thereby acquired an important counter-poise for our inferiority in numbers. Naturally few people in Germany knew anything definite about this superiority; many, but not all, trusted the creators of the fleet. Any ship afloat in time of peace did not exhibit its solid qualities and fighting value; it was a matter of indifference whether its armour-plating was thick or thin. On the other hand an opportunity was afforded, and